
 

Area East Committee 
 

 
 

Wednesday 8th June 2016 
 
9.00 am 
 
Council Offices 
Churchfield 
Wincanton 
BA9 9AG 

(disabled access and a hearing loop are available at this meeting venue)     
 

 
Members listed on the following page are requested to attend the meeting. 

 
The public and press are welcome to attend. 
 
Please note: Consideration of planning applications will commence no earlier than 
10.45am.  
 
If you would like any further information on the items to be discussed, please ring the 
Agenda Co-ordinator, Kelly Wheeler 01935 462038, website: 
www.southsomerset.gov.uk 
 
This Agenda was issued on Tuesday 31 May 2016. 

 
 

Ian Clarke, Assistant Director (Legal & Corporate Services) 

 
 
This information is also available on our website 
www.southsomerset.gov.uk 

 

Public Document Pack

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/


 

 

Area East Committee Membership 

 
 
Mike Beech 
Tony Capozzoli 
Nick Colbert 
Sarah Dyke-Bracher 
 

Anna Groskop 
Henry Hobhouse 
Tim Inglefield 
Mike Lewis 
 

David Norris 
William Wallace 
Nick Weeks 
Colin Winder 
 

 

South Somerset District Council – Council Aims 

 
South Somerset will be a confident, resilient and flexible organisation, protecting and 
improving core services, delivering public priorities and acting in the best long-term interests 
of the district.  We will: 

 Protect core services to the public by reducing costs and seeking income generation. 

 Increase the focus on Jobs and Economic Development. 

 Protect and enhance the quality of our environment. 

 Enable housing to meet all needs. 

 Improve health and reduce health inequalities. 

  

Scrutiny Procedure Rules 

 

Please note that decisions taken by Area Committees may be "called in" for scrutiny by the 
Council's Scrutiny Committee prior to implementation.  This does not apply to decisions 
taken on planning applications. 
 

Consideration of Planning Applications  

 
Members of the public are requested to note that the Committee will break for refreshments at 
approximately 10.30 am. Planning applications will not be considered before 10.45 am in the 
order shown on the planning applications schedule. The public and representatives of 
Parish/Town Councils will be invited to speak on the individual planning applications at the time 
they are considered. Anyone wishing to raise matters in relation to other items on the agenda 
may do so at the time the item is considered. 
 

Highways 

 
A formal written report from the Area Highways Officer should be on the main agenda in May 
and November. A representative from the Area Highways Office should attend Area East 
Committee in February and August from 8.30 am to answer questions and take comments 
from Members of the Committee. Alternatively, they can be contacted through Somerset 
County Council on 0300 123 2224. 
 

Members Questions on reports prior to the meeting 

 

Members of the committee are requested to contact report authors on points of clarification 
prior to the committee meeting. 
 



 

 

Information for the Public 

 
The Council has a well-established area committee system and through four area 
committees seeks to strengthen links between the Council and its local communities, 
allowing planning and other local issues to be decided at a local level (planning 
recommendations outside council policy are referred to the district wide Regulation 
Committee). 
 
Decisions made by Area Committees, which include financial or policy implications are 
generally classed as executive decisions.  Where these financial or policy decisions have a 
significant impact on council budgets or the local community, agendas will record these 
decisions as “key decisions”. Members of the public can view the council’s Executive 
Forward Plan, either online or at any SSDC council office, to see what executive/key 
decisions are scheduled to be taken in the coming months.  Non-executive decisions taken 
by area committees include planning, and other quasi-judicial decisions. 
 
At area committee meetings members of the public are able to: 
 

 attend and make verbal or written representations, except where, for example, personal 
or confidential matters are being discussed; 

 at the area committee chairman’s discretion, members of the public are permitted to 
speak for up to up to 3 minutes on agenda items; and 

 see agenda reports. 
 
Meetings of the Area East Committee are normally held monthly at 9.00am on the second 
Wednesday of the month in the Council Offices, Churchfield, Wincanton (unless specified 
otherwise).  
 
Agendas and minutes of Area Committees are published on the Council’s website 
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/councillors-and-democracy/meetings-and-decisions 
 
The Council’s Constitution is also on the web site and available for inspection in council 
offices. 
 
Further information about this Committee can be obtained by contacting the agenda 
co-ordinator named on the front page. 
 

Public Participation at Committees 

 
This is a summary of the Protocol adopted by the Council and set out in Part 5 of the 
Council’s Constitution. 
 

Public Question Time 

 
The period allowed for participation in this session shall not exceed 15 minutes except with 
the consent of the chairman of the committee.  Each individual speaker shall be restricted to 
a total of three minutes. 
 



 

 

Planning Applications 

 

Comments and questions about planning applications will be dealt with at the time those 
applications are considered, when planning officers will be in attendance, rather than during 
the Public Question Time session. 
 

Comments should be confined to additional information or issues, which have not been fully 
covered in the officer’s report.  Members of the public are asked to submit any additional 
documents to the planning officer at least 72 hours in advance and not to present them to 
the Committee on the day of the meeting. This will give the planning officer the opportunity to 
respond appropriately.  Information from the public should not be tabled at the meeting.  It 
should also be noted that, in the interests of fairness, the use of presentational aids (e.g. 
PowerPoint) by the applicant/agent or those making representations will not be permitted. 
However, the applicant/agent or those making representations are able to ask the Planning 
Officer to include photographs/images within the officer’s presentation subject to them being 
received by the officer at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. No more than 5 
photographs/images either supporting or against the application to be submitted. The 
Planning Officer will also need to be satisfied that the photographs are appropriate in terms 
of planning grounds. 
 

At the committee chairman’s discretion, members of the public are permitted to speak for up 
to 3 minutes each and where there are a number of persons wishing to speak they should be 
encouraged to choose one spokesperson to speak either for the applicant or on behalf of 
any supporters or objectors to the application. The total period allowed for such participation 
on each application shall not normally exceed 15 minutes. 
 

The order of speaking on planning items will be: 
 

 Town or Parish Council Spokesperson 

 Objectors  

 Supporters 

 Applicant/Agent 

 District Council Ward Member 
 

If a member of the public wishes to speak they must inform the committee administrator 
before the meeting begins of their name and whether they have supporting comments or 
objections and who they are representing.  This must be done by completing one of the 
public participation slips available at the meeting. 
 

In exceptional circumstances, the Chairman of the Committee shall have discretion to vary 
the procedure set out to ensure fairness to all sides.  
 

The same rules in terms of public participation will apply in respect of other agenda items 
where people wish to speak on that particular item. 
 

If a Councillor has declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI) or a 

personal and prejudicial interest 

 

In relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, a Councillor is prohibited by law from 
participating in the discussion about the business on the agenda that relates to this interest 
and is also required to leave the room whilst the relevant agenda item is being discussed. 
 
Under the new Code of Conduct adopted by this Council in July 2012, a Councillor with a 
personal and prejudicial interest (which is not also a DPI) will be afforded the same right as a 
member of the public to speak in relation to the relevant business and may also answer any 
questions, except that once the Councillor has addressed the Committee the Councillor will 
leave the room and not return until after the decision has been made. 
 



 

 

Area East Committee 
 
Wednesday 8 June 2016 
 
Agenda 
 

Preliminary Items 
 
 

1.   Minutes of Previous Meetings  

 
To approve as a correct record the minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 
11th May 2016 and Thursday 19th May 2016. 

2.   Apologies for absence  

 

3.   Declarations of Interest  
 
In accordance with the Council’s current Code of Conduct (adopted July 2012), which 
includes all the provisions relating to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), personal and 
prejudicial interests, Members are asked to declare any DPI and also any personal 
interests (and whether or not such personal interests are also “prejudicial”) in relation to 
any matter on the Agenda for this meeting.  A DPI is defined in The Relevant Authorities 
(Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2112 (SI 2012 No. 1464) and Appendix 3 
of the Council’s Code of Conduct.  A personal interest is defined in paragraph 2.8 of the 
Code and a prejudicial interest is defined in paragraph 2.9.   

Members are reminded that they need to declare the fact that they are also a member of 
a County, Town or Parish Council as a Personal Interest.  As a result of the change 
made to the Code of Conduct by this Council at its meeting on 15th May 2014, where you 
are also a member of Somerset County Council and/or a Town or Parish Council within 
South Somerset you must declare a prejudicial interest in any business on the agenda 
where there is a financial benefit or gain or advantage to Somerset County Council 
and/or a Town or Parish Council which would be at the cost or to the financial 
disadvantage of South Somerset District Council.  If you have a prejudicial interest you 
must comply with paragraphs  2.9(b) and 2.9(c) of the Code. 

In the interests of complete transparency, Members of the County Council, who are not 
also members of this committee, are encouraged to declare any interests they may have 
in any matters being discussed even though they may not be under any obligation to do 
so under any relevant code of conduct. 

Planning Applications Referred to the Regulation Committee  

The following members of this Committee are also members of the Council’s Regulation 
Committee: 

Councillors Sarah Dyke-Bracher, Tony Capozzoli and Nick Weeks. 

Where planning applications are referred by this Committee to the Regulation Committee 
for determination, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Practice on Planning, 



 

 

Members of the Regulation Committee can participate and vote on these items at the 
Area Committee and at Regulation Committee.  In these cases the Council’s decision-
making process is not complete until the application is determined by the Regulation 
Committee.  Members of the Regulation Committee retain an open mind and will not 
finalise their position until the Regulation Committee.  They will also consider the matter 
at Regulation Committee as Members of that Committee and not as representatives of 
the Area Committee. 

4.   Public Participation at Committees  

 
a)     Questions/comments from members of the public 

b)     Questions/comments from representatives of parish/town councils 

This is a chance for members of the public and representatives of Parish/Town Councils 
to participate in the meeting by asking questions, making comments and raising matters 
of concern.  Parish/Town Council representatives may also wish to use this opportunity 
to ask for the District Council’s support on any matter of particular concern to their 
Parish/Town. The public and representatives of Parish/Town Councils will be invited to 
speak on any planning related questions later in the agenda, before the planning 
applications are considered. 

5.   Reports from Members Representing the District Council on Outside 
Organisations  

 

6.   Date of Next Meeting  

 
Members are asked to note that the next scheduled meeting of the committee will be at 
the Council Offices, Churchfield, Wincanton on Wednesday 13th July at 9.00 am.  

7.   Chairman Announcements  

 
 
Items for Discussion 
 

8.   Somerset Highways Update Report (Pages 9 - 10) 

 

9.   Area East Development Budget Outturn Report (Executive Decision) (Pages 

11 - 19) 
 

10.   Retail Support Initiative Grant Application - Wincanton and Wincanton 'Top 
Up' (Pages 20 - 23) 

 

11.   Retail Support Initiative Update (Pages 24 - 35) 

 

12.   Community Capital Grant Requests (Executive Decision) (Pages 36 - 45) 

 

13.   Endorsement of the Brewham Parish Design Statement (Pages 46 - 70) 

 

14.   Area East Committee Working Groups and Outside Organisations - 
Appointments of Members 2016/17 (Executive Decision) (Pages 71 - 73) 

 

15.   Development Control Scheme of Delegation - Nomination of Substitutes for 



 

 

Area East Chairman and Vice Chairman - 2016/17 (Executive Decision) (Page 

74) 
 

16.   Area East Committee Forward Plan (Pages 75 - 76) 

 

17.   Planning Appeals (for information only) (Page 77) 

 

18.   Schedule of Planning Applications to be Determined by Committee (Pages 78 

- 79) 
 

19.   16/00090/FUL - Land and buildings adjoining Cooks Cary Farm, Lytes Cary, 
Kingsdon, Somerton (Pages 80 - 85) 

 
 
 

 
Please note that the decisions taken by Area Committees may be called in for 

scrutiny by the Council’s Scrutiny Committee prior to implementation. 
 

This does not apply to decisions taken on planning applications. 
 

Recording and photography at council meetings 

 
Recording of council meetings is permitted, however anyone wishing to do so should let 
the Chairperson of the meeting know prior to the start of the meeting. The recording 
should be overt and clearly visible to anyone at the meeting, but non-disruptive. If 
someone is recording the meeting, the Chairman will make an announcement at the 
beginning of the meeting.  
 
Any member of the public has the right not to be recorded. If anyone making public 
representation does not wish to be recorded they must let the Chairperson know. 
 
The full ‘Policy on Audio/Visual Recording and Photography at Council Meetings’ can be 
viewed online at: 
http://modgov.southsomerset.gov.uk/documents/s3327/Policy%20on%20the%20recordin
g%20of%20council%20meetings.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordnance Survey mapping/map data included within this publication is provided by South Somerset District Council under 
licence from the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfil its public function to undertake its statutory functions on behalf of the 
district.  Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice where they wish to licence 
Ordnance Survey mapping/map data for their own use. South Somerset District Council - LA100019471 – 2016. 
 

http://modgov.southsomerset.gov.uk/documents/s3327/Policy%20on%20the%20recording%20of%20council%20meetings.pdf
http://modgov.southsomerset.gov.uk/documents/s3327/Policy%20on%20the%20recording%20of%20council%20meetings.pdf


 

 



Highways Update Report - Area East 

 

Lead Officer John Nicholson Assistant Highway Service Manager 
Contact Details County Roads - countyroads-southsom@somerset.gov.uk 

 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
Being the first report for the 2016/17 financial year, I aim to give a brief report of the highway 
works carried out last financial year in Area East and our proposed works programme for 
2016/2017.  

 
Recommendation 
 
That the Area East Committee notes the content of this report. 

 
Surface Dressing 
 
Surface Dressing is the practice of applying a bitumen tack coat to the existing road surface 
and then rolling in stone chippings. Whilst this practice is not the most PR friendly, it is highly 
effective in preserving the integrity of the road surface.  This year we are Surface Dressing 
50 sites across South Somerset, 19 of which are in East Area. 
 
The Surface Dressing within South Somerset has already commenced and is due completion 
by the end of August. 

 
Grass Cutting 
 
Grass cutting is a difficult task to carry out to the satisfaction of all.  The highway network 
exceeds 3500km in length; therefore the size of the task is significant.  Verge cutting of main 
A and B roads commenced on 16th May which will be followed by the C and D roads as 
indicated in the table below and then a further cut of the visibility splays on A and B roads.  
The second cut to the A and B roads previously carried out by Somerset County Council has 

again been removed on approval by The Council members. 
 

Road Classification  Dates  

A and B roads  
(including visibility splays)  

16 May -12 June  

C and unclassified roads  13 June – 14 August 

A and B visibility splays only Mid to late August dependant on rate of growth  

Environmentally protected sites  Usually at the end of the growing season  
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Schemes proposed for 2016/2017 
 
This year’s structural maintenance budget remains similar to last year. The below table 
identifies significant schemes to be implemented in Area East. 
 

Bratton Seymour A371 Cary/Wincanton Road 
Principle 
Resurfacing 

Qtr 2  

Wincanton A371 Holbrook Roundabout 
Principle 
Resurfacing 

Qtr 3 

Ilchester Market Place/Church Street Resurfacing Qtr 1 

Wincanton Dancing Lane Resurfacing Qtr 3 

Marston Magna Rimpton Road (adj Easton Farm) Resurfacing Qtr 4 

Alford B3153 Cary Road/Station Road Resurfacing Qtr 3 

Charlton Horethorne Stowell Hill Resurfacing Qtr 4 

Sparkford Green Close Footways Qtr 2 

Ansford Ancastle Avenue/ Terrace Footways Qtr 4 

Castle Cary Millbrook Gardens (Phase 2) Footways Qtr 4 

Bruton A359 Cuckoo Hill Drainage Qtr 2 

North Cadbury A359 Foxcombe Farm/ Galhampton Hill Drainage Qtr 3 

Castle Cary Coopers Ash Lane, Cockhill Drainage Qtr 1 

Bruton Wyke Road, Wyke Champflower Drainage Qtr 4 

Cucklington Long Hill Drainage Qtr 2 

Yeovilton Bridgehampton Road Drainage Invest 

Milborne Port East Street Drainage Qtr 3 

Ansford A371, Ansford Hill Earthworks Complete 

 
Winter Maintenance 
 
Somerset County Council salts over 1400km (870 miles) of its roads in anticipation of frost, 
snow and ice. This is approximately 21% of the total road network in Somerset. 
 
Last winter was warmer than average, being slightly wetter than normal. We carried out 
precautionary salting on 46 occasions on primary routes and no secondary routes. These 
secondary routes are only usually salted after 3 consecutive days of sub-zero temperatures. 
 
The attendance to pick up salt bags was poor and less than previous years. 
 

Reporting Potholes 
 
Potholes can be reported through the SCC website; http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-
parking-and-transport/problems-on-the-road/report-a-pothole-or-road-defect 
  
For South Somerset the generic email address is Countyroads-southsom@somerset.gov.uk 
  
Should the ‘defect’ meet or exceed the safety intervention criteria as per the current Highway 
Safety Inspection Manual (HSIM) then action will be taken as per the HSIM.  A copy of the 
HSIM may be found on the following web 
page;http://www.somerset.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=97176 
  
If a pothole is reported and an email address provided then updates will be auto sent to that 
email address.  

Page 10

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-transport/problems-on-the-road/report-a-pothole-or-road-defect/
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-transport/problems-on-the-road/report-a-pothole-or-road-defect/
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=97176


Area East Development Budget Outturn Report (Executive 

Decision) 

 

Assistant Director: 
Service Manager: 

Helen Rutter, Communities 
Tim Cook Area East Development Lead 

Lead Officer: Helen Rutter, Area East Development Manager  
Contact Details: helen.rutter@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01963 435012 
 
 

Purpose of the Report  
 
To give an overview of spending from the Area East Budgets for the 2015/16 year and to 
replenish the Community Capital Grant allocation for 2016/17, 
 

Public Interest 
 
The Area Development Service supports the Council’s four Area Committees (North, South, 
East & West) to work closely with local communities to create better places in which to live 
and work. 
 
Each Committee has the freedom to use its resources, both financial and through its team of 
Development staff, to understand what matters to local people and address this by offering 
support, encouragement and direct financial & practical help. 
 
The report gives the financial position at the year end and requests a top up to the 
community grants budget for this year. 
 

Recommendations 
 
(1) To note the spending and balances for the Area East Capital Programme and Reserve 

for 2016. 

(2) To transfer a sum of £25k from the Capital Reserve to the Community Capital Grants 
Budget for awards during 2016/17. 

(3) To re-confirm allocations of £12,500 to Galhampton Village Hall and £3,000 to Hadspen 
Village Hall. 

(4) To recommend that £1,500 awarded to Barton St David towards the installation of speed 
cameras is returned to balances. 

(5) To note the budgets available for 2016/17 to address priorities for the coming year. 

 

Background 
 
The Council approves budgets in February for the next financial year. Each of the 4 Area 
Committees has delegated responsibility for monitoring budgets within its control.  Area East 
considers all decisions relating to grant requests over £1,000, its Capital Programme and the 
allocation & spending of its Reserve.  The Executive monitors all budgets on a quarterly 
basis.   
 
The Area East Committee focuses its resources to address local needs in order to promote 
improved quality of life in Area East.  The Area Development Plan 2015/16 contained a set of 
local priorities, agreed by the Committee and a work programme with targets, to carry these 
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forward throughout last year.  A report on the achievements of the Plan was taken to the 
April Committee.  
 
 
Funding Overview  
 
Appendix 1 gives a summary of all project and grants budgets at 2015/16 year end. It also 
shows available, uncommitted budgets for 2016/17.  Appendix 2 Gives an overview of all 
funding awards made by the Committee within the 2015/16 year.  
 
 

Area East Capital Programme 
 
The area capital programme supports investment in new or existing, locally important assets. 
These may be SSDC owned, community owned or privately owned. In the last two 
categories support will normally be via a grant scheme.  Fuller detail on the spending across 
the capital programme is attached at appendix 3.  It shows live projects, their funding 
allocation and spending that took place to 31 March 2016 with a progress report from the 
lead officer.  
 
In summary this shows that there is a total of £56,223 unallocated to projects, including the 
Parish Infrastructure Fund. This funding is available for local priority schemes in 2016/17. 
 
SSDC policy is to award grants on the basis that the money is spent within 6 months. 
Members will recall that an award was made in June 2012 towards a new hall for 
Galhampton. This is a significant project which has encountered a number of difficulties. The 
group is now working on stage 3 of the National Lottery Reaching Communities application 
process which is dependent on Area East funds. Hadspen Village Hall Committee was 
awarded £3000 in December 15. The builders are due to start on site in June 2016. 
 
Members agreed an award to Barton St David Parish Council towards the installation of 
speed signs in March 2014. The project has been completed but the grant is no longer 
required and so the money can be returned to balances. 
 
 
Community grant applications for capital projects are normally considered twice a year in 
June and December. If a grant request is urgent it may be considered at other times by 
agreement with the Chair and Vice Chair.  At present there is £887 unallocated in 2016/17 
for community capital grants. It is recommended that this is topped up by £25,000 for 
2016/17.  This will leave an unallocated balance in the Capital Reserve of £70,494. If 
members agree to return the £1500 allocation to Barton St David, this will increase to 
£71,994. 
 

 
Area East Reserve 
 
There is £3,460.00 unallocated in the Area East Reserve.  This is an historical revenue fund 
that is not replenished.  It can be used to support unplanned or urgent work or schemes that 
cannot be supported though the main, annual budgets.  It has the flexibility to be used for 
capital or non-capital work, including staff costs or commissioned work.  It can also be spent 
up front for work that is subsequently reimbursed. 
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Allocation of Reserve Approved £ £  Balance 
Remaining 

15/16   

£ 

Balance B/forward 14/15    60,190 

Community Planning-Project 
Spend 

Apr 05 50,000 26,930  

Derelict sites, Castle Cary Jun 05 4,000 4,000  

Rural Business Units Nov 05 17,050 5,800  

Wincanton Retail Support  
Initiative top up 

July 14 10,000 10,000  

Retail Support Initiative May 09 10,000 10,000  

Unallocated Balance    3,460 

 
The Community Planning project budget is only available to communities with endorsed 
parish/ community plans but can be used for assisting the delivery of a range of priority 
projects where community grant budget is not available. Proposals can come forward in any 
month from this allocation. 
The derelict site funding is available for essential works on a number of sites in Castle Cary 
with at risk historic buildings. 
 
Spending from these allocations has been slow and Councillors may wish to reconsider 
these allocations. 
  

Small Community Grants 
A small fund is set aside each year to support community projects. In addition a sum of 

£10,000 of health and wellbeing money is set aside for the Balsam Centre. This is subject to 

separate reporting and award by the Committee against an agreed work plan. See Appendix 

2 for details of last year’s spending. 

 
Area East Discretionary Fund 
This annual budget is used, at the discretion of Members, to support partnership work, attract 
external funding and other regeneration work. Details of how this has been allocated  is 
shown in Appendix 1. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
The level of Area East funding is shown in the body of this report and in the Appendices 
along with some suggested transfer of funds between budgets. There are no additional 
financial implications arising from this report. 
 

Council Plan Implications  
 
In compliance with the Council Plan.  
 

Carbon Emissions & Climate Change Implications  
 
None arising directly from this report. 
 

Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
None arising directly from this report. 
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Background Papers 
 
Area East Development Plan 2015-16; 2016-17 
Monthly budget monitoring and quarterly capital monitoring reports 
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APPENDIX 1 

Area East Budget Summary for spending in 2015/16 with Available Resources from April 2016 
 

1 Budget type AE Capital Programme 
 

 Rolled forward annually 

 £25k top up by DX each 
year 

AE Reserve 
 

 Revenue budget 

 Not replenished 

AE Community Grants 
 

 Annual revenue fund 

 Must be spent or 
committed in year 

 Renewed annually 

AE Discretionary 
 

 Annual revenue 

 Must be spent or 
committed in year 

 Renewed annually 

2 Year start position 
2015-16 

£ 116,199  £ 60,190 £ 19,870 £10,200 ( + carry forward 
£19,090) £29,290 

3 Allocations  made 
to projects  

For detail see appendix 3   £ 46,858 inc £11000 from 
Community Planning 

Implementation Budget 

For detail  see appendix 2 

£0 
 

4 Ring fenced funds, 
not yet committed 
to individual 
projects 

Parish Infrastructure 
£28,471 

Community Grants £887 

 

Community Planning    £ 15,930 
Derelict sites, C Cary      £ 4,000 
Rural business units      £ 5,800 

Wincanton RSI     £ 10,000 
RSI    £ 10,000 

N/A HoW LAG £6,780 

Dev Work Hubs   £ 8,000    

Speed indicator devices – 
Mudford £2,470 

Wincanton Rec Trust – 
Sports Dev Officer £1,840 

5 Uncommitted  
available balance 
at year end 

£31,223 £ 3,460 £ 0 £0  

6 Uncommitted 
budget available 
from April 2016 

£60,610 £3,460 £14,120 £10,200 
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Appendix 2 - Overview of all funding awards mde by Area East Committee in the 2015/16 year

Ward Name of Group (applicant) Name of project and brief project description 

where info can be used for publication

 Amount 

Requested  

£ 

 Total project 

cost/total annual 

budget          £ 

Comment

Camelot Sparkford Cricket Club Sparkford Cricket Club - kitchen/toilets/store 

project

2,500£        5,230£                 

Paid

Cary Chapel Cross tea rooms Chapel Cross tea rooms - Community Arts 

Programme

650£           2,200£                 

Awaiting payment

Ivelchester Mudford Parish Council Flashing speed signs Mudford 3,000£        8,010£                 Awaiting payment

Milborne Port Milborne Port Parish Council Updating of Parish Plan 1,000£        2,000£                 Awaiting payment

Northstone Charltons Parish Council Charltons car park 1,000£        6,126£                 Awaiting payment

Northstone Barton St David Village Hall and Playing 

field charity

Barton St David playground improvement works 1,570£        30,089£               

Paid

Northstone The Charltons Parish Council The Charltons Community Plan - Support towards 

producing a community plan

500£           1,000£                 

Awaiting payment

Northstone Kingsdon Centre Ltd Kingsdon Village Shop 7,000£        23,521£               Awaiting payment

Tower Pitcombe Parish Plan Pitcombe Parish Plan 956£           2,099£                 Paid

Tower Bayford Mission Hall Society Purchase and Refurbishment of Bayford Chapel 11,000£      76,000£               Awaiting payment

Tower Trustees of Hadspen Village Hall Hadspen Village Hall 3,000£        11,100£               Awaiting payment

Tower Charlton Musgrove Parish Council Charlton Musgrove PC - Smithy Project 839£           1,839£                 Paid

Wincanton Wincanton Carnival Club Wincanton Carnival Project 1,000£        2,300£                 Paid

Wincanton Wincanton Community Group Holiday Club 21-25 July 15 200£           610£                    Paid

Wincanton Wincanton Town Council Cale Park Play Project 10,043£      184,043£             Paid

Wincanton Wincanton British Legion Tribute book 1,000£        3,020£                 Paid

Life Education Wessex Keeping children safe and healthy in South 

Somerset

300£           11,700£               

Paid

Wincanton Wincanton Town Council Wincanton LIC 500£           Paid

Castle Cary Castle Cary Town Council Castle Cary LIC 500£           Paid

Bruton Bruton Town Council Bruton LIC 500£           Paid
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RSI

Cary Trowbridge Gallery Repair and decorate front of building 975£             1,950£                   Paid

Cay Bishops Electrical Repair and decorate front of building 1,000£          3,221£                   Paid

Wincanton Alex Appleton Jewellers Repair and decorate front of building 2,500£          6,820£                   Paid

Wincanton Jerry's Electrical Ltd Repair and decorate front of building 614£             1,228£                   Awaiting Payment

Wincanton Essense of Beauty Decorate front of building/Rebrand of literature 677£             2,067£                   Paid

Wincanton Wincanton Wholesales Purchase of gravity bins 300£             2,000£                   Paid

Total 53,125£        388,174£               
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Appendix 3 AREA CAPITAL PROGRAMMES 2015/16 - 2016/17 

       

AREA EAST       

       

 2015/16 Actual 2015/16 Future Spend   

 Estimated Spend 
to 

Remaining  Responsible Responsible Officer's Comment on Slippage 
& Performance Against Targets 

 Spend 31/03/16 Budget  Officer (s)  
 £ £ £ £   

Capital Programme       

Galhampton-New Village Hall 0 0 0 12,500 T Cook Approved June 12. Reconfirmed until Dec 2014. 
Completing phase 3 of Big Lottery Fund 
application. Recommended to reconfirm for 
further 6 months. 

Wincanton-Pedestrian/Cycle Link 
Common Lane 

5,520 870 4,650  P Williams Legal  agreements finalised.  Planning 
application to be submitted June 2016. 

Retail Support Initiative Schemes 1,213 0 1,213  P Williams Balance available to allocate 

RSI-Alex Appleton Jewellers 1,000 0 1,000  P Williams Awarded June 15 
Castle Cary Market House 5,000 0 5,000  P Williams Awarded Mar 2013 as project contingency.Major 

works completed programme of minor of 
finishing largely complete. £5K transferred to 
corporate project Sep 15. 

Ilchester Cycleway 1,375 1,375 0  J Divall  
Ilchester Cycleway -1,375 -1,375 0  J Divall Awaiting revised quote from SCC. Work 

complete. 
       

Parish Infrastructure Fund       
Barton St David PC-Speed signs 1,500 0 1,500  T Cook Awarded March 14. Signs erected. Awaiting 

claim 
Parish Infrastructure Fund 3,500 0 3,500  H Rutter  

       
Community Grants       
MUGA-Wincanton Town Council 0 0 0  P Williams £10K Transferred to Corporate Programme 

03.4.14 Project completed. 
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North Cadbury VH-Refurbishment 6,359 6,359 0  T Cook Awarded June 14.  Project completed. 

SSCAT-New vehicle 10,000 10,000 0  T Cook Awarded June 14. Bus purchased. Project 
Completed. 

Barton St David-Play Area 
Improvements 

1,570 1,570 0  T Cook/J 
Divall 

Awarded June 15. Project Completed. 

Sparkford Cricket Club-
Refurbishment of Pavillion 

2,500 2,500 0  T Cook/J 
Divall 

Awarded June 15. Project Completed. 

Hadspen -Additional storage space 3,000 0 3,000  T Cook/J 
Divall 

Awarded Dec 15. Project due to start in June, 

Wincanton TC-Refurbishment of 
Cale Park Play Area 

10,043 10,043 0 0 T Cook/J 
Divall 

Awarded Dec 15. Project underway. AEC 
element paid. 

Kingsdon Village Shop 
refurbishment 

7,000 0 7,000  J Divall Awarded Dec 15 

       

Total East Capital Programme 58,205 31,342 26,863 12,500   

       
Reserve Schemes Awaiting Allocation But 
Approved in Principle 

     

Unallocated Capital Reserve 13,384 0 13,384 31,252 H Rutter £25,000 awarded for 2016/17 at DX Feb 2016. 

Parish Infrastructure Fund 0 0 0 24,971 H Rutter Rolling fund including eligibility for supporting 
affordable housing approved at AEC June 2010. 

Retail Support Initiative 0 0 0 0 H Rutter  

Community & Leisure Grants 887 0 887 0 H Rutter Balance available for 2015 

Total Reserve Schemes 14,271 0 14,271 56,223   

       
Summary       

East Capital Programme 58,205 31,342 26,863 12,500   

Reserve Schemes (Unallocated) 14,271 0 14,271 56,223   

Total Programme to be Financed 72,476 31,342 41,134 68,723   

       
       
       

 

P
age 19



Retail Support Initiative Grant Application - Wincanton and 

Wincanton ‘Top Up’ (Executive Decision) 

 
Assistant Director: 
Service Manager: 

Helen Rutter, Communities 
Helen Rutter, Area East Development Manager 

Lead Officer: Terena Isaacs – Community Support Assistant 
Pam Williams – Neighbourhood Development Officer  

Contact Details: terena.isaacs@southsomerset.gov.uk or (01935-462248) 
pam.williams@southsomerset.gov.uk  (or 01963-435020) 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
For Members to consider the Retail Support Initiative (RSI) grant request detailed below. 

 
Public Interest 
 
Supporting and helping to improve the retail offer in the towns and villages across Area East. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
To consider an award of up to £1689.31 as a 50% contribution to Bootmakers, 5 Market Place, 
Wincanton, towards shop front improvements and signage, which includes an additional top up 
to assist with business equipment. The breakdown being as follows: 
 

 £1,453 from  the Community Development  budget revenue element ring-fenced for the 
RSI 

 £236.31 from the Community Development budget, Wincanton top-up, revenue element 
ring-fenced for the RSI 

 
All awards to be subject to the following standard conditions: 
(a) The grant award may be used by SSDC for promotional/publicity purposes 
(b) Grants are paid for approved works/purchases on production of receipted invoices 
(c) Awards are subject to an interim report (within 9 months) and final report being 

submitted 
(d) Applicants will normally be expected to draw down the grant within 6 months of the offer 
(e) That appropriate consents are obtained 
(f) Works requiring listed building/planning consents or building regulations will be required 

to be signed off by the appropriate officer prior to the release of funds 
(g) If, within 3 years of a grant award, the business ceases to trade, the District Council 

reserves the right to reclaim the grant on the following basis: year one – 100%; year 2 – 
75%, year 3 – 45% 

 
Background 
 
This application is being considered under the scheme’s operating criteria agreed in July 
2014, a copy of which is attached at Appendix 1.  
 
Current Application 
 
This is the first application to be considered for this property on the Market Place, Wincanton. 
As it is an application for Wincanton an additional ‘top up’ is available to assist with business 
improvements and marketing initiatives.  On this occasion some of the  additional £300 has 
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been requested to enable the purchase of equipment to improve the business. The 
application meets the criteria of both the basic RSI and the Wincanton ‘top-up’. 
 
The amount requested is £1689.31.  
 
Grant details 
 
Bootmakers, 5 Market Place, Wincanton  
 
‘Bootmakers’ is a community based creative workshop and café aimed at all ages, re-using 
and upcycling everyday materials.  The aim is to create a self-sustaining business which 
actively encourages people from other local towns and villages into the town.  
 
The building is being restored in a sympathetic manor to echo the original occupant, Edwin 
Harris, Bootmaker in the early 1900’s.  
 
Shop front improvements and the purchase of equipment. 
 
 Total Project Cost – £3378.62 
 Amount requested – £1689.31 

 
Other funding – the remaining funding for this project will come from the businesses’ own 
fund. 
 
Assessment score is 64 out of a max of 100. 
 
This figure exceeds the minimum level score (50) required for grant assistance to be 
considered  
 
Observations - Prominent unit in Wincanton Market Place in need of redecoration to improve 
exterior and to give the property a new identity. This unit has been vacant since November 
2013. The recommended grant award of £1689.31 includes £236.31 from the Wincanton ‘top 
up’. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
If Members choose to award this grant, the unallocated budget for Retail Support Initiative 
will be as follows: 
 

 
Corporate Priority Implications 
 
Awarding of grants meets the corporate aim: To increase economic vitality and prosperity 

 
Carbon Emissions & Adapting to Climate Change Implications 
 
This project does not cause any changes to carbon emissions. 
 
 
Background Papers: None 

 Revenue element  Capital  Wincanton ‘top-up’ 

Unallocated budget 2015/16 
as at April 2016* 

£8547 £1212 £9763.69 
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Appendix 1 

Retail Support Initiative         
 
Operating criteria  
  
Percentage contributions cannot exceed 50% of costs and no retrospective applications are 
eligible (i.e. in respect of works which have already been commissioned/started). 
 
Applications over £1000 will be considered by Area East Committee on a monthly basis 
since the Community Regeneration Sub Committee quarterly meetings ceased.  Amounts up 
to £1000 may be considered at any time as a delegated grant in consultation with the 
Chairman and Ward Member(s).  
 
Grant levels: 
 
Maximum 50% of project costs as follows: 
 
Eligible costs: 
 
Shop-front improvements, if they enhance the High Street.  
Business rates assistance – a contribution to the amount payable for new businesses (which 
do not compete with another business) in their first two years of trading. 
Exceptional projects which add to the viability of towns/villages. 
 
Process 
 
Applications for Grants are accessed and recommendations made on the basis of a fully 
completed application form and two ‘like for like’ quotes. Self-help/DIY schemes may 
complete the application form and supply a project budget with supporting information.  
All grant recipients must accept that the grant may be used for publicity purposes by the 
District Council. Payment of the grant is done retrospectively, for a completed programme of 
works on the basis of receipted invoices. Exceptionally officers, in consultation with the 
Chairman, may release partial payments where there is clear justification for doing so.  
 
The District Council will continue to claw back grants from businesses which cease trading 
on the following basis: 100% in year one, 75% in year two, 45% in year three. 
 
The existing assessment and current scoring mechanism favours businesses: 
 

 employing more than 2 people 

 in prominent places 

 key rural stores/Post Offices 

 retailers  
 
The award is subject to the following standard conditions: 
 

 The grant award may be used by SSDC for promotional/publicity purposes; 

 Grants are paid for approved works/purchases on production of receipted invoices; 

 Awards are subject to a summary of the benefit of the scheme being supplied; 

 Applicants will normally be expected to draw down the grant within six months of the 
offer and if not will have to inform us of the reason(s) for the delay. If there is a valid 
reason, officers can provide a 6 month extension, but beyond this the grant would 
either be withdrawn or referred Area East Committee to be re-affirmed; 
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 That appropriate consents are obtained - works requiring listed building/planning 
consents or building regulation consent will be required to be signed off by the 
appropriate officer prior to the release of funds 
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The Retail Support Initiative Update 

 
Assistant Director 
Service Manager: 

Helen Rutter, Communities 
Helen Rutter, Area Development Manager- East 

Lead Officer: Pam Williams, Neighbourhood Development Officer, Area East 
Terena Isaacs, Community Support Assistant, Area East 

Contact Details: pam.williams@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01963 435020 
terena.isaacs@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462248 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
To provide an update for Members on the operation of the Retail Support Initiative (RSI) 
during 2015/16 and approve the operating criteria for 2016/17. 

  
Public Interest 
 
Supporting and helping to improve the retail offer in the towns and villages across Area East. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
(1) To note the report  

(2) To approve the RSI scheme for 2016/17 

 
Background 
 
Members will be aware the RSI was originally set up in 2006 (following a pilot which started 
the previous year in Wincanton & Bruton). For many years it has proved to be an effective 
way of supporting and engaging with a wide range of retail and service outlets across the 
Area.  Throughout this period regular performance reports have been brought back to this 
Committee.  
 
In May 2009 Members considered expanding the eligibility to provide cross sector support for 
small businesses in Area East. Whilst the merit of widening the criteria was supported, it was 
also recognised that this could not be achieved within the limited budget without diluting the 
benefit to the retail sector because of the large number of businesses employing 5 or less 
who would have been eligible.  As a result, the focus of supporting retail/service sector 
businesses operating in town centres/villages has continued.  
 
A number of revisions were made to the scheme for 2012/13 and these included: 
 

 The inclusion of  farm shops  and ‘exceptional’ support for projects which add to 
the viability of town/village centres (loyalty schemes or similar) 

 Inclusion of grant assistance towards half the actual payment due for business 
rates for new businesses (which do not compete with another business) in their 
first two years of trading  

 Removal of interior works and equipment purchase for new businesses 

 Removal of promotion/marketing support  

 Removal of the Tourism Accommodation funding  
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These revisions have continued to form the basis for the operation of the scheme until  
Autumn 2014 when a ‘top-up’ scheme for Wincanton was implemented - this had been 
approved at the Area East Committee in July 2014 
 
 
Operation 
 
Appendix 2 shows a breakdown of the six grants awarded during 2015/16 by type and 
Location.   
 
Since April 2015, 34 RSI information packs have been sent out. Whilst these will not 
necessarily all translate to full eligible applications this interest is encouraging.  
 
A copy of the eligibility criteria is attached at Appendix 1.  
 
It is now suggested to incorporate an additional element to assist with setting up a website 
page. This would allow High Street/Retail businesses the opportunity to expand their 
business.  A maximum grant of £500 based on 50% of overall costs, this is to be included in 
the overall grant amount of maximum £1500.   
 
The scheme of delegation limit is £1,000, in line with other grants and the Council’s scheme 
of delegation which should remain in place.  Grant requests can be considered at any time in 
consultation with the Chairman and Ward Member(s).  Applications for amounts over £1000 
would continue to be considered by Area East Committee. 
 
A combination of face to face visits and email are used to remind businesses about the 
scheme annually and a leaflet drop will be undertaken during the Summer.   
 
As part of our more general monitoring of our principal retail centres we undertake shop 
occupancy surveys. The table below shows the most recent shop surveys conducted in 
Wincanton, Castle Cary and Bruton with details of the number of shops open and empty 
units within the towns. 
 

Town Date Number of 
open retail 

units 

Number of 
closed retail 

units 

Wincanton April 2016 71 13 

Castle Cary May 2016 54 5 

Bruton May 2016 26 4 

 
 
The graph at appendix 3 shows occupancy trends since February 2011 in the three towns 
Given the high level of currently vacant units in Wincanton, Members may wish to consider 
extending those units which are eligible for the higher level of grant in Wincanton to include: 
 

- 4 High Street – formally the White Horse  
- New Unit corner of Carrington Way 
- 15 High Street – formally HSBC 
- 59 High Street – formally Nanny Jacks  
- 3 South Street – Formally Thomas Property Sales  
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Financial Implications 
 
If Members chose to approve the £1,689.31 award recommended in the previous report the 
remaining budget is shown in the table below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If Members chose not to approve the award recommended in the previous report the 
remaining budget is as shown in the table below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Implications for Corporate Priorities 
 
A strong economy which has low unemployment and thriving businesses 
 

Other Implications 
 
Included within the Area Development Plan  
 
Background Papers: 
 
Area East Committee Agenda and Minutes July 2014 . 

 Revenue 
element  

Capital  Wincanton  
‘top-up’ 

Unallocated budget 2015/16 
as at April 2016* 

£8547 £1212.00 £9763.69 

 Revenue 
element  

Capital  Wincanton  
‘top-up’ 

Unallocated budget 2015/16 
as at April 2016* 

£10,000 £1212.00 £10,000 
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Appendix 1 

Retail Support Initiative 
 
Operating criteria 2016/17 
  
Percentage contributions cannot exceed 50% of costs and no retrospective applications are 
eligible (i.e. in respect of works which have already been commissioned/started). 
 
Applications over £1000 will be considered by Area East Committee on a monthly basis.  
Amounts up to £1000 may be considered at any time as a delegated grant in consultation 
with the Chairman & Ward Member(s).  
 
Area-wide grant levels: £1,500 to a maximum 50% of project costs as follows: 
 
Eligible costs: 
 
Shop-front improvements, if they enhance the High Street  
Business rates assistance – a contribution to the amount payable for new businesses (which 
do not compete with another business) in their first two years of trading  
Exceptional projects which add to viability of towns/villages 
 
Wincanton top-up 
 
In addition to the area-wide scheme the ‘top-up’ scheme for Wincanton also offers: 
 

- Maximum grant £1,000 for businesses wishing to move into one of 7* units currently 
empty in the town, these are listed at  Appendix 2 or 

 
- Maximum £300 available to new and existing businesses for business improvements 

and marketing initiatives.  For new businesses this could be used towards stock too. 
 
Grants are only available to proprietors/owners with one business/premise and will not 
exceed 50% of project cost. 
 

*Eligible empty units in Wincanton at July 2014: 
 

3 Market Place – The Red Lion# 
13 Market Street – formerly Boots Chemist# 
6 High Street – formerly Chicken Grill/Yummy Yummy# 
6 High Street – Digital Error 
24 High Street – formerly Green Dragon  
36 High Street – formerly Alldays  
1-3 High St – formerly Brocks# 

 
# now occupied/partly occupied 
 
Process 
 
Applications for Grants are accessed and recommendations made on the basis of a fully 
completed application form and two ‘like for like’ quotes. Self-help/DIY schemes may 
complete the application form and supply a project budget with supporting information.  
All grant recipients must accept that the grant may be used for publicity purposes by the 
District Council. Payment of the grant is done retrospectively, for a completed programme of 
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works on the basis of receipted invoices. Exceptionally officers, in consultation with the 
Chairman, may release partial payments where there is clear justification for doing so.  
 
 
The existing assessment and current scoring mechanism favours businesses: 
 

 employing more than 2 people 

 in prominent places 

 key rural stores/Post Offices 

 retailers  
 
 
The award is subject to the following standard conditions: 
 

 The grant award may be used by SSDC for promotional/publicity purposes; 

 Grants are paid for approved works/purchases on production of receipted invoices; 

 Awards are subject to a summary of the benefit of the scheme being supplied; 

 Applicants will normally be expected to draw down the grant within six months of the 
offer and if not will have to inform us of the reason(s) for the delay. If there is a valid 
reason, officers can provide a 6 month extension, but beyond this the grant would 
either be withdrawn or referred Area East Committee to be re-affirmed; 

 That appropriate consents are obtained; 

 Works requiring listed building/planning consents or building regulation consent will be 
required to be signed off by the appropriate officer prior to the release of funds; 

 If, within three years of a grant award, the business ceases to trade the District Council 
reserves the right to reclaim the grant on the following basis; year one –100%, year 
two – 75%, year three – 45%. 
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Appendix 2 
Retail Support Initiative 2015-16  
 
The graph below shows the purpose for which the grants were awarded and the second 
graph shows the proportion of grant against overall scheme costs.   
 
 
 
 

 

71%

29%

Type of Scheme 

Shop front improvements

Business improvements

 
 
 
 
 
 

£6066

£17,292 

Leverage 

Grant Total Project Cost
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During April 2015 – March 2016, 5 grants were decided under delegated powers and 1 
awarded at Committee. 

 

From April 2015 – March 2016, 4 grants were awarded to businesses in Wincanton, 2 grants 
were awarded to businesses in Castle Cary, with no grants being awarded to Bruton or other 
rural areas. 
 
 
 

 

0 0

Castle Cary
2 

Wincanton
4 

RSI Grants Awarded

Bruton

Rural areas

Castle Cary

Wincanton
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Appendix 3 
Shop Occupancy Trends 
 
The graph below shows the shop occupancy trends since May 2012. 
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Car Park Trends 
 
Please find details below of the car parking trends in Wincanton, Castle Cary and Bruton 
since Jan 13. 
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St Catherines Close 86 80 80 86 69 100 97 97 77 97 89 100 60 97 97 97 80 97

Castle Cary car park usage Jan 13 - May 16
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Bruton Car Park usage Jan 13 - May 16
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 Community Capital Grant Requests (Executive Decision)  

Assistant Director: Helen Rutter, Communities 
Lead Officers: Tim Cook, Neighbourhood Development Officer 
Contact Details: tim.cook@southsomerset.gov.uk or (01963) 435088 
 

 
Purpose of the Report 
 

For members to consider requests for capital grants from Castle Cary Town Council, 
Horsington Parish Council and South Barrow Parochial Church Council 

 
Public Interest 
 
Awarding grants is a key way that SSDC supports and helps to deliver community projects 
sponsored by parishes and voluntary community organisations in the towns and villages 
across Area East. 

 
Background 
 
Community Capital Grant applications are considered twice a year in June and December.  
The next opportunity to consider applications will be at the Area East Committee meeting in 
December 2016.  
 
Requests from community organisations for non-capital works are restricted to small grants 
with the upper limit of £1,000. A minimum amount of £100 has also been agreed. Capital 
projects requiring grants of between £500 and £1,000 can be dealt with at any time and are 
subject to Ward Member agreement.  
 
Appendices A and B show the standard grants conditions used by SSDC and the policies 
under which all applications are assessed. 
    

Recommendations 
 
1) Members agree a contribution of £7920 (6% of the total project costs) from the 

Community Capital budget to Castle Cary Town Council towards the Fair Field project, 
subject to the standard conditions set out in appendix A and the following additional 
condition:- 

 That the applicant consults the Senior Play and Youth Officer on the design of the 
proposed Youth Facility prior to installation.  

2) Members agree a contribution of up to £5000 (36% of the total project costs) from the 
Community Capital Budget to Horsington Parish Council towards the refurbishment of 
Horsington Pond, subject to the standard conditions set out in appendix A.  

3) Members agree a contribution of up to £10,000 (11% of the total project costs) from the 
Community Capital Budget to South Barrow PCC towards the refurbishment of South 
Barrow Church, subject to the standard conditions set out in appendix A and the 
following additional condition:- 

 That the applicant provides assurance that the facility will be available as a 
community facility for a minimum of 15 years in line with SSDC grant policy as set 
out in appendix B.  
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Castle Cary Town Council and Ansford Parish Council – Fairfield project 
 

Castle Cary Town Council (accountable body) has applied for a grant towards developing a 
range of facilities jointly with Ansford PC.   

Parish Precept information 

 

 

 

 

The Project 

In 2014 Castle Cary Town Council purchased a 4.5 acre field in the middle of Castle Cary 
and Ansford. The site had been used for many years as open space and for the annual visit 
of the fair.  

The purchase was an opportunity to develop the area as multi use space, with facilities for all 
the community to enjoy, while retaining the environmentally friendly character of the field. 
Developments will include hard pathways for young families, the elderly, disabled and 
partially sighted, a pump track, exercise equipment, picnic areas, sensory and wildflower 
gardens and areas for community activities such as the annual fair, circus and other events. 

The Fairfield Development and Management Committee has been established to take the 
project forward and has recruited a landscape architect to draw up plans (to be presented at 
the meeting) that have been consulted on and finalised. 

Castle Cary has for some time been looking for a site to locate a skate park for the teenagers 
in the area.  It has been decided to build a pump park as this can be used by all age groups 
and can be used by bikes and skateboards. 

The field area will become accessible to families with buggies, elderly people who cannot 
walk easily unless on a hard path way, disabled people in buggies or wheel chairs, giving 
everyone an opportunity to be in a green open space.  Areas will be left unmown and 
overgrown to encourage wildlife for people to watch. An area will provide exercise equipment 
for the health conscious and there will be plenty of open grassland for people and dog 
walking. 

The project has been assessed against the agreed criteria and the following scores apply.  

 
 
Projects scoring above 22 points are eligible for SSDC support under the current policies.  
 

Parish Castle Cary & Ansford 

Parish population 3361 (based on 2011 Census)  

No. of Households 1648 

Precept 16/17 £117,744/£34,490 

Band D Charge 16/17 £139.35/£88.78 

Category Maximum score Score 

A Eligibility Y/N Y 

B Equalities Impact 7 5 

C Need for Project 5 4 

D Capacity of Organisation 15 12 

E Financial need 7 5 

F Innovation 3 3 

Total 37 29 
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Horsington Parish Council – Horsington Pond Project  
 
Horsington Parish Council has applied for a grant towards a project to improve Horsington 
Pond and create a living, sustainable freshwater habitat. 
 
Parish Precept information 

 
The Project 
 
Horsington pond is fed by stream which means that there will always be a deposit of silt build 
up that needs to be removed every 7 years or so. In the past this has been carried out by the 
parishioners with shovels. However, more recently with the current regulations, modern 
machinery and contractors have needed to be used. 
 
Removing the silt has the adverse effect of removing and destroying the wildlife habitat that 
has developed since the previous time it was dredged. 
 
The Parish council has taken advice from DEFRA, The Pond Conservation Trust (now the 
Freshwater Habitats Trust), Environment agency, and various other specialists in the field of 
pond life and aquatic plants and wildlife and has produced a plan that entails creating three 
specific areas to the pond with dedicated roles in creating and maintaining the freshwater 
habitat. 
 
Area 1 - Is to build a silt trap at the lodge end, along the roadside, which will allow the Paish 
to clean the silt from this area more frequently from the roadside, without the need to put 
machinery into the pond and at less cost. It is thought that the need to desilt the trap should 
be every two to three years. 
 

Funding Sources  % Funding of 
Total Scheme 
Cost 

Amount of 
Funding 

Status 

Town/Parish Council 8% £10000 Pending 

Own Funds 3% £4100 Secured 

SSDC (Area East) 6% £7920 Applied for 

Developed contribution (Section 106) 2% £2080 Secured 

Viridor Credits 69% £82174 Applied for 

Clarks Foundation 12% £13100 Secured 

Total Scheme Cost 100% £119374  

Parish Horsington 

Parish population 571 (based on 2011 Census) 

No. of Households 271 

Precept 16/17 £9810 

Band D Charge 16/17 £33.80 
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Most importantly of all,  the natural level of the pond allows us to lower the water level 
sufficiently to remove the silt from the trap, whilst still being able to maintain sufficient water 
level at the other two areas to allow the survival of the pond inhabitants, this is key to this 
project. 
 
Area 2 – Will create a still water frog and newt pond to the southerly side of the sluice gates 
with gabion cages. This will give a different wildlife area of mainly still water area attracting 
the likes of frogs, newts, water beetles, water boatman, pond skippers and many other 
species. This area will be edged by a new and extended dipping platform, with shallow water 
level and secure from the main deep water pond. This area is designed for supervised use 
by children to learn about pond life, an information board will be located on the dipping 
platform with illustrations of what you should see within the pond and surrounding area. 
 
Area 3 - Is the main body of the pond which should remain relatively silt free.  Providing a 
freshwater environment for native fish such as minnows, sticklebacks, and all associated 
pond life naturally found in a pond supplied by a freshwater stream flow. Floating aquatic 
plants will naturally find there place in this area. 
 
Future maintenance costs are estimated at £500 per year to include cleaning out of silt trap 
every 2-3 years, maintenance of dipping platform and continued planting, £500 per year has 
been allocated by the Parish Council for this work. 
 
 
The project has been assessed against the agreed criteria and the following scores apply.  
 

 

 
Projects scoring above 22 points are eligible for SSDC support under the current policies. 
 

 

Category Maximum score Score 

A Eligibility Y/N Y 

B Equalities Impact 7 5 

C Need for Project 5 4 

D Capacity of Organisation 15 13 

E Financial need 7 3 

F Innovation 3 3 

Total 37 28 

Funding Sources % Funding of 
Total Scheme 
Cost 

Amount of 
Funding 

Status 

Parish/Town Councils 10% £1388 Secured 

SSDC (Area East) 36% £5000 Applied for 

Lottery Awards For All  29% £4056 Applied for 

Donations 11% £1500 Secured 

Other 14% £1944 To apply for 

Total Scheme Cost 100% £13888  
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South Barrow PCC – St Peter’s Church reordering to facilitate community use  
 
South Barrow PCC has applied for a grant towards reordering St Peter’s Church to provide a 
meeting space for the community of South Barrow and surrounding area.   
 

Parish Precept information 

 
The Project 
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) established a working party to look at ways to use the 
church building to meet the recreational needs of the community in response to a potential 
threat of closure.  
 
The church is underused with only 3 regular members and 16 services a year. 
 
The proposal is to remove the pews, deal with the different floor levels and install a small 
kitchen and a disabled toilet. The group has identified a number of uses including a toddlers 
group, Yoga classes, gardening club and film society.  
 
The group has obtained all necessary permissions and is ready to proceed as soon as the 
final funding is secured. 
 
As there has been some uncertainty about the future of the church, we would seek 
assurance that investment will secure the community use for a proportionate length of time.  
 
The project has been assessed against the agreed criteria and the following scores apply.  
 

 

 
Projects scoring above 22 points are eligible for SSDC support under the current policies. 
 

Parish Cary Moor (South Barrow) 

Parish population 536 (based on 2011 Census)  

No. of Households 234 (parish) 

Precept 16/17 £977 (South Barrow) 

Band D Charge 16/17 £14.13 

Category Maximum score Score 

A Eligibility Y/N Y 

B Equalities Impact 7 4 

C Need for Project 5 4 

D Capacity of Organisation 15 9 

E Financial need 7 5 

F Innovation 3 3 

Total 37 25 
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A good range of funders have support the scheme and all other funding has been secured. 
The project can proceed immediately if Area East funding is agreed. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
If members agree the recommendations in the earlier report on this agenda – Area East 
Development Budget Outturn Report - there is currently £25,887 unallocated within the 
Community Capital budget. If Members agree the recommendations set out in this report, a 
sum of £887 will remain to be allocated.   
  

Corporate Priority Implications  
 

All projects help to ‘maintain and enhance the South Somerset network of leisure and cultural 
facilities, optimising opportunities for external funding to promote healthy living.’  
(Focus Four: Health & Communities) 
 

Carbon Emissions & Adapting to Climate Change Implications  
 

Providing local access to a range of activities and services reducing the need to travel which 
therefore reduces carbon emissions. 

 

Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
All projects help enhance accessibility for all. In each of the projects the Neighbourhood 
development officers have advised the community groups to obtain an access audit for the 
venue, providing them with expert advice on how to make their community facility more 
accessible and user friendly.  
 

Funding Sources % Funding of 
Total Scheme 
Cost 

Amount of 
Funding 

Status 

Parish Council 1% £1250 Secured 

Viridor Credits 43% £40,000 Secured 

SSDC (Area East) 11% £10000 Applied for 

Somerset Community Foundation 21% £20000 Secured 

Lottery Awards for All 11% £10000 Secured 

Fund for church growth 11% £10,000 Secured 

Medlock Trust 1% £1000 Secured 

Own Funds 1% £1120 Secured 

Total Scheme Cost 100% £93370  
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Appendix A – Standard grant conditions 
 
1 The funding has been awarded based on the information provided on the application 

form for your application number. 
 

2 The enclosed Evaluation Form will need to be completed in full and returned to the 
appropriate Area/Central office when you return your signed acceptance of the 
funding offer. 
 

3 All other funding sources are secured. 
 

4 SSDC are given prior notice of the date when work is to commence. 
 

5 SSDC is acknowledged on any publicity and on any permanent acknowledgement of 
assistance towards the project. 
 

6 The applicant will work, in conjunction with SSDC Officers, to monitor the success of 
the scheme and the benefits to the community, resulting from SSDC's contribution to 
the project. 
 

7 All grants offered by SSDC will be based on a set of conditions. Conditions include 
one or more of the following: 
 

 Monitoring arrangements. 

 Publicity options. 

 Before and after photos. 

 Return signed acceptance slip. 

 Grants can only be paid for a single year and a second application is not allowed 
for the same project within 3 years (unless Service Level Agreement). 

 Any changes to the project should be notified to SSDC. 

 Share good practice with other organisations if successful in securing external 
funding. 

 All other funding sources are secured. 

 Conditions of grant should be presented in Committee report. 
 

8 For buildings, facilities and equipment: 
 

 Capital grants are on a one-off basis. 

 Capital grant applications should include a strategy for maintenance of 
equipment to applicable standards, and a strategy for replacement (or otherwise) 
if appropriate. 

 Subject to planning permission if necessary. 

 Shared use of buildings/equipment, where appropriate. 

 Proper signage to buildings/facilities. 

 The applicant must ensure that its play area is inspected and maintained in 
accordance with EN1176 or a successive standard. 

 For Village Halls, an access audit must be carried out and all projects should be 
improving access for people with disabilities.   
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Appendix B - SSDC Community Grants Policies  
 

1 Corporate 
Priorities  

Grants criteria and priorities will be linked to the Council’s Aims & Key 
Targets in the Corporate Plan. These are published in the application 
pack and incorporated into the assessment and scoring system. 
Specific criteria linked to specialist work areas (eg. Sports, Arts, and 
Leisure and Play Provision) are published on separate sheet in grants 
pack. 

2 Area 
Priorities 

Area Committees set their own priorities for the year and publicise 
these to applicants. Area grants should reflect local priorities within the 
broad district-wide framework. 

3 Area or 
District-wide? 
 
 
 

An organisation should be considered for a District-wide grant if: 
40% or more of the organisation’s activity is benefiting people in 2 or 
more SSDC areas 
It is unique in the district and no equivalents exist in the areas. 
It may have a local base but plans to develop quickly across the 
district. 
District-wide organisations receiving core funding should apply to the 
areas separately for local project work. Where new local projects 
involving district-wide organisations crop up through the year they 
should be supported by the area committee on a one-off or pilot basis 
(say 1-3 yrs). If this project then becomes part of core activities, this 
should be built into a Service Level Agreement. 

4 Repeat 
Funding & 
Service Level 
Agreements 
(SLA’s) 
 
 

 Grant funding is for one year only; 

 A second grant application for the same project will not be 
considered within 3 years of the first award; 

 All organisations requesting repeat funding should have a 
Service Level Agreement with SSDC;  

 SLAs will be based on: 
a) an agreed set of measurable targets against which 

performance will be monitored; 
b) monitoring of the continued health of the individual 

organisation; 
c) value for money being demonstrated; 

SLAs   will be: 
d) for 1 year if SSDC wishes to support the organisation’s core 

running costs on an ongoing basis, but will consider funding 
annually or 

e) for 3 years if an organisation is: 
(i) assessed to be a key or substantial partner making a 

significant contribution to corporate and strategic 
priorities and/or 

(ii) is delivering services on a long-term basis as 
delegated by the council. 

f) 3 year SLAs will be reviewed in the 3rd year of operation; 
at least one year’s notice will be given if future funding levels are to 
change. 

5 Funding/costs Up to 50% of the total project costs is available (up to 75% for safety 
surfacing in play areas). Up to £12,500 is available for Area grants. 
Project costs will be monitored to ensure that the SSDC contribution 
does not exceed 50% of the total project costs. Grants will be awarded 
subject to other funding being secured 

6 VAT SSDC may be able to recover VAT on major schemes costing over 
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£100,000. Gifts in kind may be used to avoid VAT, where appropriate. 

7 Publicity SSDC should be acknowledged on publicity material. A simple menu of 
‘publicity opportunities’ is sent out with all grant offer letters. 

8 
 

Monitoring Monitoring arrangements will be a condition of grant and will be 
included in offer letters. 
Monitoring will be proportionate to the size of grant and organisation 
Monitoring information will be fed back to the relevant Committee. 

9 Non-financial 
support 

Other forms of Council assistance will be listed in applications and 
committee reports. 
A menu of non-financial SSDC support is sent to all applicants.  

10 Delegation 
 
 

Requests for £750 or under are delegated to officers following 
consultation with Area Chair, Portfolio Holder or Ward Member as 
appropriate and reported to relevant committee for information only. 

11 
 

Retrospective 
support 

Retrospective support is not eligible for funding. 
 

12 Planning 
Permission 

Outline planning permission/building regulation approval should be 
obtained before grant goes to committee. Awards will only be offered 
subject to planning permission (and other relevant permissions) being 
given (where relevant). 

13 Parish/Town 
Council 
Funding 

SSDC will only fund projects where a contribution is being made by the 
Town or Parish Council, unless there are very exceptional 
circumstances. This contribution should be proportionate to the size of 
the Parish. 
Applicants should approach Town/Parish Council for funding before 
coming to SSDC. The greater contribution received from Town/Parish 
Council and the less requested from SSDC the application will achieve 
a higher score. 
Parishes need to make better use of their precept to support local 
organisations. 

14 Maintenance Routine maintenance and replacement of equipment is not eligible. 

15 Reserves SSDC will only fund projects where a maximum of 1 year’s running 
costs is held in free reserves. 
If a group has dedicated reserves for a particular project, these should 
be ring-fenced.  

16 Leases Capital grants can be awarded to leased facilities on the following 
grades: 
<£5k grant = minimum 10 yr lease. 
>£5k grant = minimum 15 year lease. 
Proof of ownership or evidence of an appropriate lease is required at 
the application stage. 

17 Buildings, 
Facilities & 
Equipment 

3 estimates should be submitted with buildings, facilities and 
equipment applications where possible. 
Access to buildings and sharing use of equipment should be 
demonstrated, where appropriate, and will be a condition of grant. 
Play area refurbishments will only be eligible for grant aid if the 
contractor is selected from the SSDC approved list. 
Rent/income from facilities should reflect market rates. 
Capital grants are on a one-off basis. 
Capital grant applications should include a strategy for maintenance of 
equipment to applicable standards, and a strategy for replacement (or 
otherwise) if appropriate 
Proper signage to buildings/facilities will be a condition of grant. 
Capital projects will need to have incorporated disabled access and an 
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access audit will be required where relevant.  
Requests for capital funding of over £12,500 are beyond the remit of 
the Community Grants programme. A Capital Appraisal will be required 
and referred to the relevant Committee for approval separately. 

18 Rent Organisations occupying SSDC owned property should be assessed 
and treated in the same way as any other organisation. 
They should all know the full rent payable. 
They should apply for a grant in the normal way and include rental 
costs in their budget. 
SSDC support should reflect the value placed on the work of the 
organisation not the cost of the accommodation. 

19 Rate Relief All organisations eligible to 100% Rate Relief apply directly to Business 
Rates. Charitable Arts and Sports organisations who are entitled to 
80% Rate Relief can apply to Area Committees for a grant to meet the 
20% shortfall. Assessments are made using an adopted set of criteria. 

20 Offer 
letters/grant 
conditions 

All grants offered by SSDC will be based on a set of conditions, which 
will be presented in Committee reports, to include the following: 
Projects must start within 6 months of the grant being offered or as 
otherwise specified in the offer letter 
A project update will be provided every 3 months 
Other monitoring arrangements as specified 
Publicity options (eg photos) 
Return signed acceptance slip 
Grants can only be paid for a single year and a second application is 
not allowed for the same project within 3 years (unless SLA) 
Any changes to the project should be notified to SSDC 
Share good practice with other organisations 
All other funding sources are secured 
Grants only payable upon receipt of invoices or receipts which provide 
evidence of the costs of project/purchase 
Evidence of relevant permissions being obtained (eg. planning 
permission) 

21 Loans SSDC will help applicant’s access loans from other sources where 
possible, and consider loans only when alternative forms of borrowing 
are not available or at a prohibitive cost. All loans will incur interest 
Village Halls can borrow up to £5,000 through the District-wide Village 
Hall Loans Scheme 
Loans of up to £5,000 can be approved by Area Committees 
Loans exceeding £5,000 will require a full appraisal & business plan 
Loans are offered at the appropriate Public Works Loan Board rate for 
the period of the loan 
The maximum repayment period will be 10 years and repaid in 
instalments in accordance with the agreed payment reschedule 
The maximum amount of a loan shall be £150,000. Any requests 
above this are beyond the remit of the Community Grants programme 
and will be considered separately by Full Council. 
Other loans may be available from other suitable sources 
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Endorsement of the Brewham Parish Design Statement  

Assistant Director: 
Service Manager: 

Helen Rutter, Communities 
Helen Rutter, Area East Development Manager 

Lead Officer: Tim Cook, Community Development Officer 
Contact Details: tim.cook@southsomerset.gov.uk or (01963) 435088 
 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
The purpose of this report is to present a summary of the Brewham Parish Design Statement 
and to ask members to formally endorse the document.  
 
Representatives of the Steering group have been invited to the meeting to present the plan 
for endorsement. 
 

Public Interest 

Communities establish their own priorities, achieve their goals and influence the type of 
growth that they need by consulting and mobilising residents and businesses.  
 

Recommendation 
 
That Area East Committee formally endorses the Brewham Parish Design Statement.  
 

Background 
 
‘Our Brewham – the future of our parish’, the community plan for Brewham was published, 
adopted by the Parish Council and endorsed by Area East Committee in 2011. Two of the 
main proposed actions were to produce a landscape assessment and ‘to produce a design 
statement describing the character of the built environment and seek to have it adopted as 
supplementary planning guidance by the district council’. The landscape assessment was 
produced in 2013 and the design statement is now complete. 
 
Village Design Statements are not statutory planning documents but can be used as a 
material consideration to be taken into account when determining planning applications. 
 
The full document has been included in the agenda and printed copies will be available to 
members at the meeting. 
 

The Process 
 
The parish design statement has been produced by the Brewham Support Group. The group 
started by drawing up a fairly detailed ‘snapshot’ of the style, age, materials and landscaping 
of the houses, farms and other buildings and their siting and appearance in relation to 
neighbouring properties. 
 
This snapshot was used to draw up some draft recommendations about the important 
features etc. These were consulted on via a questionnaire, sent to every household in the 
parish in 2015. Detailed responses to the questionnaire can be found on pages 36 to 38 in 
the document. 
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The Design Statement 
 
The results of the local consultation have been expressed in 8 comments that form the basis 
for the design statement. 
 
Any developments in Brewham, whether for residential, agricultural or business use and 
whether new build or replacement of existing buildings, should sit comfortably within the 
landscape and not impose their presence upon it due to their siting, size and choice of 
materials. 
 
Any new developments in Brewham should respect the parish’s historic pattern of the 
nucleated village in South Brewham, the six distinct clusters of dwellings in North Brewham 
and the single-street settlement of Hardway, and should not be sited in the open countryside 
unless there is an overriding agricultural need. 
 
Because Brewham has no single predominant style of architecture, any new developments 
should not attempt to replicate any one style but should be sympathetic to the wider 
surroundings and perhaps reflect the local vernacular tradition. 
 
In order to maintain a vibrant and diverse community, any new housing developments in 
Brewham should favour the construction of smaller, less expensive properties and give 
special support to modest two-storey starter homes for local families, both for rent and for 
ownership. 
 
Because Brewham is still a collection of rural settlements within a special landscape, 
residents and developers should be encouraged to plant native species of trees and shrubs 
on property boundaries and be discouraged from the over-use of concrete, brick and alien 
synthetic materials. 
 
Any future developments should not diminish Brewham’s rural character by failing to respect 
the natural surroundings, by introducing urban features and by creating light pollution. 
 
The use of homes and redundant agricultural buildings as workplaces should be encouraged 
provided that it does not generate a significant increase in road traffic, noise or pollution. 

 
Although further measures are needed to reduce traffic speed, these should not spawn a 
proliferation of signs and become an eyesore in themselves. 

 
View of Conservation Officer 
 
The group has clearly done a lot of detailed research and consultation which has resulted in 
an interesting useful document. The document could go further and describe what is special 
and distinctive about the settlement which could then be used as a clearer guide for new 
development. Themes could have included common materials and colours, key features 
(window styles and materials, chimneys, lintels, quoins, eaves and verge details etc) and 
common overall form. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
SSDC did not contribute financially to this work. There are no direct financial implications as 
a result of this report.  
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Corporate Priority Implications 
 
This work contributes towards increasing economic vitality and prosperity and ensuring safe, 
sustainable and cohesive communities. 

 
Carbon Emissions & Adapting to Climate Change Implications  
 
None. 

 
Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
Work on community-led planning processes, supported by SSDC aims to give every local 
resident the opportunity to have an input into the way in which their town or Parish develops.  
 
 
Background Papers: Our Brewham – Community Plan 

Our Brewham – Landscape 
Our Brewham - Buildings 
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Area East Committee Working Groups and Outside 

Organisations – Appointment of Members 2016/17 (Executive 

Decision) 

  

Assistant Director: Ian Clarke, Assistant Director – Legal & Corporate Services 
Service Manager: Angela Cox, Democratic Services Manager 
Lead Officer: Kelly Wheeler, Democratic Services Officer 
Contact Details: Kelly.wheeler@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462038 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
As the Council has entered a new municipal year, the Committee is asked to review its 
appointments to outside organisations and working groups within Area East, having regard 
to the policy on the Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors appointed to Outside Bodies, 
which was adopted by District Executive on 1st May 2014. 
 

Recommendations 
 

The Committee is asked to:  
 

1. Review and appoint members to serve on the groups and panels for the municipal 
year 2016/17 

 
2. Review and appoint members to the outside organisations as set out in the report. 

 

Area East Panels and Working Groups 
 
The following table shows the internal working groups, and their memberships, appointed by 
this Committee for the municipal year 2015/2016.  The Committee is asked to review and 
agree the memberships of each of the groups for 2016/17. 

 
Working Group Number of Councillors to be 

appointed and frequency of 
meetings 

Representation 2015/2016 

The Wessex Cross 
Border Working 
Group 
 

1 – meets when required Colin Winder 

 
Outside Organisations  
 
Members are now asked to review and appoint members to the outside organisations for 
2016/17, having regard to the adopted policy 

 

Organisation  Number of councilors to be 
appointed and frequency of 
meetings 

Representation  
2015/2016 

Dimmer Liaison Group -
Viridor 

2 – twice a year Nick Weeks 

Henstridge Airfield 
Consultative Committee 

3 – Annual in the Autumn; then 
when necessary 

Tim Inglefield 
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Organisation  Number of councilors to be 
appointed and frequency of 
meetings 

Representation  
2015/2016 

Heart of Wessex Local 
Action Group 

1 – Executive meets bi monthly Mike Lewis 
 

 

Financial Implications  
 
None for the Area East Committee as a direct result of this report.   

 
Council Plan Implications 
   
There are several of the Council’s Corporate Focuses which encourage partnership working 
with local groups, including:- 
 

 Work in partnership to deliver investment and development that local people value 
with particular emphasis on Yeovil and Chard; 

 Work with partners to contribute to tackling youth unemployment; 

 Work with partners to combat fuel poverty; 

 Ensure, with partners, that we respond effectively to community safety concerns 
raised by local people and that the strategic priorities for policing and crime reduction 
in South Somerset reflect local needs; 

 Work with and lobby partners to help communities to develop transport schemes and 
local solutions to reduce rural isolation and inequalities to meet existing needs of 
those communities. 

 

Carbon Emissions and Climate Change Implications 
 
None 
 

Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
Full consideration to equalities was given in producing the Policy on the Roles and 
Responsibilities of Councillors appointed to Outside Bodies.   
 

Background Papers  
 
Minute 16, Area East Committee, 12 June 2013 
Minute 10, Area East Committee, June 2014 
Minute 184, District Executive, 1 May 2014 
SSDC Policy on the Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors appointed to Outside Bodies.   
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Appendix A 

 
 
Area East Outside Bodies Information 
 

Name of 
Organisation 

Contact 
Name 

Contact Details 

Number 
of 

Council 
Nominees 

Period of 
Appointment 

Aims & Objectives 
Legal 
Status 

Status of 
Councillor 

Frequency 
of 

Meetings 

Venue of 
Meetings 

Viridor Waste 
Somerset Ltd - 
Dimmer Liaison 
Group 

Jon Pring 
 

Walpole Waste 
Disposal Site 
Pawlett 
Bridgwater 
TA6 4TF 
01278 685182 

2 1 Year To discuss issues with local 
people and representatives 
of the local authorities 

 Member Twice a 
year but 
more 
frequently 
if 
necessary 

 

Henstridge Airfield 
Consultative 
Committee 

Joe 
Williams - 
Secretary 

EGHS Ltd, 
Henstridge Airfield, 
BA8 0TN 

1 3 Years To act as a means of 
consultation in relation to 
Henstridge Aerodrome. 

 

No legal 
status 

Member When 
necessary  

Heart of Wessex 
Local Action Group 

Sarah Dyke 
Bracher - 
Programme 
Manager 

07826 907361 
www.heartofwesse
x.co.uk 

1 5 years To further sustainable rural 
development within the 
Heart of Wessex LAG 
Programme area through 
rural economic development 

No legal 
status 

Voting 
member 

Bi monthly Usually at 

Churchfield 
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Development Control Scheme of Delegation – Nomination 

of Substitutes for Area East Chairman and Vice Chairman 

– 2016/17 (Executive Decision) 

 
Head of Service: Martin Woods, Assistant Director (Economy) 
Lead Officer: As above 
Contact Details: martin.woods@southsomerset.gov.uk or (01935) 462071 
 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
For Members to nominate two members to act as substitutes for the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman in their absence. 
 

Recommendation 

 
That, in line with the Development Control Revised Scheme of Delegation, two 
members be nominated to act as substitutes for the Chairman and Vice Chairman to 
make decisions in the Chairman’s and Vice Chairman’s absence on whether an 
application should be considered by the Area Committee as requested by the Ward 
Member(s).   

 
Background 
 
At the July 2005 Full Council it was resolved that: 
 

“the revised scheme of delegation for Development Control be approved 
subject to the amended wording of Criteria 1 as shown in bold: 
 
“An application shall be referred to Committee if a Ward Member makes a 
specific request for the application to be considered by the Area Committee 
and the request is agreed by the Area Chairman or, in their absence, the 
Vice Chairman.  (This request must be in writing and deal with the planning 
issues to ensure that the audit trail for making that decision is clear and 
unambiguous).  In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman there 
should be nominated substitutes to ensure that 2 other members would be 
available to make decisions.  All assessments and decisions to be in writing.” 
 

For the 2015/16 municipal year the substitutes were Councillors Colin Winder and 
Mike Beech. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
None as a direct result of this report. 

 

Background Papers 
 
Minute 36, Council meeting of 21st July 2005 
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       Area East Forward Plan 

 
Assistant Directors: Kim Close / Helen Rutter, Communities 
Service Manager: Helen Rutter, Area Development Manager (East) 
Lead Officer: Kelly Wheeler, Democratic Services Officer 
Contact Details: Kelly.wheeler@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462038 
 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
This report informs Members of the agreed Area East Forward Plan. 
 

Recommendation  
 
Members are asked to:- 
 
(1) Comment upon and note the proposed Area East Forward Plan as attached; 
 
(2) Identify priorities for further reports to be added to the Area East Forward Plan, 

developed by the SSDC lead officers. 
 

Area East Committee Forward Plan  
 
The forward plan sets out items and issues to be discussed over the coming few months.   It 
is reviewed and updated each month, and included within the Area Committee agenda, 
where members of the Area Committee may endorse or request amendments.  
 
Members of the public, councillors, service managers, and partners may also request an item 
be placed within the forward plan for a future meeting, by contacting the agenda co-ordinator. 
 
Items marked in italics are not yet confirmed, due to the attendance of additional 
representatives. 
 
To make the best use of the Area Committee, the focus for topics should be on issues where 
local involvement and influence may be beneficial, and where local priorities and issues 
raised by the community are linked to SSDC corporate aims and objectives. 
 
Further details on these items, or to suggest / request an agenda item for the Area East 
Committee, please contact the Agenda Co-ordinator; Kelly Wheeler. 
 
Background Papers: None 
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Appendix A 
 
Area East Committee Forward Plan 
 

Meeting Date Agenda Item Background and Purpose 
 

Lead Officer 
 

13 July 16 Workspace Progress 
Report and 
Regeneration Board 
update 

To update members on 
progress with bringing 
forward workspace  

Pam Williams 
SSDC 

13 July 16 Transport Support for 
Community and public 
transport and SSCAT 

Annual report on corporate 
support for community and 
SSCAT bus 

Nigel Collins  
SSDC 

13 July 16 Local Neighbourhood 
Policing for 2015-16 

Overview of operational 
arrangements and policing 
issues relating to East 

Avon and 
Somerset 
Constabulary 

10 August 16 Community Office 
Update 

Update report Lisa Davies 
SSDC 

10 August 16 AE Community Grant 
programme 2015/16 

To give a summary of 
community projects and 
activities from across the 
area supported with grants 
during 2015/16 

Lisa Davies 
SSDC 

10 August 16 Heart of Wessex Rail 
Partnership Funding 
Programme 

Update report  Helen Rutter 
SSDC 

14 September 16 6 monthly Streetscene 
update 

To provide an update of the 
service 

Chris Cooper  
SSDC 

12 October 16 S106 update Annual update report Neil 
Waddleton  
SSDC 

12 October 16 Annual report on the 
Careline service 

To update members Alice Knight  
SSDC 

12 October 16 Work Hubs To update members on the 
latest position regarding work 
hubs 

Pam Williams  
SSDC 
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Planning Appeals 

 
Strategic Director: Rina Singh (Place and Performance) 
Assistant Director: Martin Woods (Economy) 
Service Manager: David Norris, Development Manager 
Lead Officer: David Norris, Development Manager 
Contact Details: david.norris@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462382 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 
To inform members of the appeals that have been lodged, decided upon or withdrawn. 
 

Recommendation 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

Background 
 
The Area Chairmen have asked that a monthly report relating to the number of appeals 
received, decided upon or withdrawn be submitted to the Committee. 
 

Report Detail 
 
Appeals Received 
 
15/01632/COU – Long Hazel Caravan Park, High Street, Sparkford BA22 7JH 
Use of land for the siting of 21 permanently occupied residential mobile homes 
 
15/01223/COL – Higher Farm, Higher Farm Lane, Yeovilton BA22 8JQ 
Application for a lawful development certificate for the existing use of land for clay pigeon 
shooting 
 
15/05159/FUL – Lavender Keepers, Great Pit Lane, Sandford Orcas DT9 4FG 
Erection of a temporary dwelling 
 
Appeals Allowed 
 
No appeals have been allowed 
 
Appeals Dismissed 
 
No appeals have been dismissed. 
 
Background Papers: None 
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Schedule of Planning Applications to be Determined by 

Committee 

 
Strategic Director: Rina Singh, Place and Performance 
Assistant Director: Martin Woods, economy 
Service Manager: David Norris, Development Manager 
Contact Details: david.norris@southsomerset.gov.uk or 01935 462382 
 

Purpose of the Report  
 
The schedule of planning applications sets out the applications to be determined by Area 
East Committee at this meeting. 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
Members are asked to note the schedule of planning applications. 
 

Planning Applications will be considered no earlier than 10.45am. 

Members of the public who wish to speak about a particular planning item are recommended 
to arrive for 10.30am.  
 

SCHEDULE 

Agenda 
Number 

Ward Application 
Brief Summary 

of Proposal 
Site Address Applicant 

19 NORTHSTONE 16/00090/FUL 

Conversion of 
agricultural building to 

dwelling and the erection 
of a detached carport 

with room above, 
boundary wall and 

formation of new access 
(Revised and part 

retrospective) 

Land and buildings 
adjoining Cooks 
Cary Farm, Lytes 
Cary, Kingsdon 

Mr S Beaton 

Further information about planning applications is shown on the following page and at the 
beginning of the main agenda document. 

The Committee will consider the applications set out in the schedule. The Planning Officer 
will give further information at the meeting and, where appropriate, advise members of letters 
received as a result of consultations since the agenda has been prepared.   
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Referral to the Regulation Committee 

The inclusion of two stars (**) as part of the Development Manager’s recommendation 
indicates that the application will need to be referred to the District Council’s Regulation 
Committee if the Area Committee is unwilling to accept that recommendation. 

The Lead Planning Officer, at the Committee, in consultation with the Chairman and Solicitor, 
will also be able to recommend that an application should be referred to District Council’s 
Regulation Committee even if it has not been two starred on the Agenda. 

 

 

Human Rights Act Statement 

The Human Rights Act 1998 makes it unlawful, subject to certain expectations, for a public 
authority to act in a way which is incompatible with a Convention Right. However when a 
planning decision is to be made there is further provision that a public authority must take 
into account the public interest. Existing planning law has for many years demanded a 
balancing exercise between private rights and public interest and this authority's decision 
making takes into account this balance.  If there are exceptional circumstances which 
demand more careful and sensitive consideration of Human Rights issues then these will be 
referred to in the relevant report. 
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Officer Report On Planning Application: 16/00090/FUL 

 

Proposal :   Conversion of agricultural building to dwelling and the erection of a 
detached carport with room above, boundary wall and formation of 
new access (Revised and Part Retrospective). (GR 352923/126547) 

Site Address: Land And Buildings Adjoining Cooks Cary Farm Lytes Cary 
Kingsdon 

Parish: The Charltons Parish Council   
NORTHSTONE Ward 
(SSDC Member) 

Cllr David Norris 

Recommending 
Case Officer: 

Alex Skidmore 
Tel: 01935 462430 Email: alex.skidmore@southsomerset.gov.uk 

Target date : 14th March 2016   

Applicant : Mr S Beaton 

Agent: 
(no agent if blank) 

Mr Stuart Sinclair, Seymour Studios, 
Bratton Seymour, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 8BY 

Application Type : Minor Dwellings 1-9  site less than 1ha 
 

REASON FOR REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE 
 

The application has been referred to committee at the request of the Ward Member and 
agreement of the Area Chair in order that the issues raised by the adjoining neighbours, in 
particular in relation to the impact of the development upon their visibility splay, can be 
discussed further.   
 

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PROPOSAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site 
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This application is seeking retrospective planning permission to carry out alterations and 
convert an agricultural building to a dwelling, erect a detached carport and formation of a new 
access. The application follows two previous consents relating to the conversion of this 
building to a dwelling however the works carried out vary from either of these consents. The 
works to convert the building have now been carried out.   
 
The application site is a former disused farmyard and is located in the open countryside remote 
from any established settlements or development areas. The site is immediately adjacent to 
the highway and is bounded by natural stonewalls reconstructed by the applicant. The site is 
bounded by residential properties to the south and north with an access serving the 
neighbouring properties to the south situated immediately alongside the south boundary of the 
site. The site is bounded by farmland to the west and Lytes Cary Manor listed park and garden 
to the east on the opposite side of the public highway. Lytes Cary Manor house itself is set 
some distance to the east and is grade I listed. A high natural stonewall has been constructed 
between the site and the neighbouring properties to the south.   
 
RELEVANT HISTORY: 
 

12/04550/FUL: Conversion of existing barns to dwelling, erection of garage and formation of 
new vehicular access. Permitted.  
10/01610/FUL: Conversion of existing barns into two holiday lets, erection of car ports and 
formation of new vehicular access. Permitted 2010. 
09/00160/FUL: Formation of new roof on existing building for agricultural use. Permitted 2009. 
 

POLICY 
 

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004), and Paragraphs 2, 11, 12, 

Site 
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and 14 of the NPPF states that applications are to be determined in accordance with the 
development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 
 
For the purposes of determining current applications the local planning authority considers that 
the adopted development plan comprises the policies of the South Somerset Local Plan 2006 
2028 (adopted March 2015).  
 
Policies of the South Somerset Local Plan (2006-2028) 
SD1 - Sustainable Development 
TA5 - Transport Impact of New Development 
TA6 - Parking Standards 
EQ2 - General Development 
EQ2 - Historic Environment  
EQ4 - Biodiversity 
 
National Planning Policy Framework 
Part 1 - Building a strong, competitive economy 
Part 4 - Promoting sustainable transport 
Part 7 - Requiring good design 
Part 10 - Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 
Part 11 - Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 
Part 12 - Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 

Charltons Parish Council:  Recommend refusal.   
 
The height of the boundary wall on the east side of the property (Ilchester Road) is still at an 
unacceptable height seriously curtailing the view for vehicles exiting the next-door properties 
(Lytes Cary Court) in a northerly direction. The road is subject to the national speed limit and so 
vehicles can travel at any speed up to 60 mph. The addition of cock and hen capping stones 
increases the height, especially when taking into consideration that the main access from the 
development rises up approximately 1 metre before even reaching the road.  
 
The development of this wall is contrary to the original planning permission and still not as 
modified on the retrospective plans. The drawings submitted are not accurate and do not 
reflect the existing development which they are meant to regularise. The sightline for cars 
exiting Lytes Cary Court is still severely impaired. The visibility splay on the plan is about 1.2m 
out, it is as though the measurement has been taken from the middle of the carriageway, not 
the edge, in an effort to meet the recommended 2.4m. The sightline north is reduced to no 
further than 45m, drivers must have a full view up the road without endangering themselves 
and other road users. The wall must be rebuilt to maintain the sightline from Lytes Cary Court 
as well as giving an effective sightline for vehicles leaving the developed property.  
 
There are a number other breaches which are not a major concern to the residents. They are 
still willing to compromise and would accept the wall being moved back only 1 metre, which 
would give the necessary sightline.  
 
The Parish Council’s and residents’ main area of concern remains the safe egress for resident 
of Lytes Cary Court and the new development, therefore the Parish Council asks that this 
matter has your urgent attention to ensure that a safe sightline is restored and maintained and 
the plans amended accordingly.  
 
County Highways: Referred to their standing advice.  
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Garden History Society: No comments received 
 
Amenities Society: No comments received 
 
National Trust: No comments received 
 

REPRESENTATIONS 
 
Written representations have been received from the two neighbours that adjoin the site to the 
south raising the following concerns and objections: 
 

 The position and height of the boundary wall onto Ilchester Road remains unacceptable 
in that it fails to provide 1 & 2 Lytes Cary Court with the necessary visibility splay or 
height required to provide them with safe egress onto the road. Policy SD1 of the LP 
states that development should normally be supported unless the adverse effects 
would demonstrably outweigh the benefits. Paragraph 32 of the NPPF notes that 
planning decisions should take account of whether “safe and suitable access to the site 
can be achieved for all people ..”. This adverse harm to highway safety is sufficient to 
refuse this application. There is sufficient room to achieve the required visibility.  

 Unlike the previously approved scheme, the development as built includes a 
substantial amount of additional glazing and fenestration to the southern elevation, the 
whole of the southern gable now glazed. This is a substantial variation to what was 
originally approved. We question if this is in keeping with the traditional character of he 
building and the wider area.  

 The increased glazing will result in increased light pollution.  

 The primary outlook of 1 Lytes Cary Court is to the north towards the application site. 
The southern wall for Bedroom 2, which is at first floor level, is now fully glazed and 
looks directly into the various primary rooms at 1 Lytes Cary Court. The combined 
effect of the proximity of the buildings and the width of the windows will heighten the 
overall loss of privacy to this property. It also appears that bedroom 2 has been 
subdivided to form two rooms, which further intensifies this overlooking concern.  

 The new access for the development does not accord with the highway authority’s 
previous recommendations for application 12/04550/FUL, the roadside wall has been 
built hard against the highway instead of being set back behind the visibility splay. The 
gradient of the access also has a detrimental effect for the visibility of drivers leaving 
the site. The new gate and splay are also not set back sufficiently from the carriageway.  

 There is a five bar gate in the northeast corner of the site at the junction with Cary Hill, 
this should be blocked up.  

 The submitted plans are not accurate. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS 
 

This application is seeking to convert an existing barn into a single residential dwelling, erect a 
detached garage and form a new access. 
 
This application follows the granting of planning permission (10/01610/FUL / 12/04550/FUL) 
for the conversion of an agricultural barn to a dwelling, the erection of a detached garage and 
formation of a new vehicular access. The current application is retrospective and seeks to 
address amendments to the approved scheme, including an amended redline area to include 
an extension to the associated garden area, amended access and amended fenestration 
detailing.    
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Principle: 
The principle of the residential conversion of this site to a single dwelling has previously been 
established through the earlier permission (12/04550/FUL).  
 
Residential amenity:  
This application includes a number of alterations to the fenestration detailing from that 
approved under the previous scheme. The most significant of these alterations relates to the 
enlarged areas of glazing on the south elevation, including at first floor level in the south facing 
gable (a bedroom window) which faces directly into the front of the next door property (1 Lytes 
Cary Court). The previously approved scheme granted two modest casement windows in this 
gable end and it is accepted that the enlarged area of glazing will significantly increase the 
sense of overlooking and loss of privacy to this next door neighbour, it is noted that this 
neighbour has objected for this reason and that they state their main outlook for their primary 
living accommodation is to the north towards the site.  
 
The distance between this gable end and the neighbour’s front windows is just over 20 metres 
and it is acknowledged that a high wall has been erected on the adjoining boundary between 
the neighbour and the application site. However, given this gable window serves a primary 
living room (bedroom 2) and bearing in mind the internal floor level of this room, there will be 
full and clear views from this room into the neighbour’s windows opposite. The resulting 
increased sense of overlooking to the neighbour, compared to that of the previously approved 
scheme, is considered to be significantly more intrusive to their privacy and to constitute a 
demonstrable and unacceptable loss of the neighbour’s residential amenity.  
 
Further to this, there is also the matter of the amenity of future occupiers of this development to 
be considered. The two main bedrooms (bedrooms 1 and 2) are at first floor level within the 
east wing of the barn conversion and are served by full glazing within the two gable ends. This 
arrangement results in a ‘goldfish bowl’ situation with clear views from the next door neighbour 
into bedroom 2 and from anyone passing by the property along the adjacent lane into both 
bedrooms. This situation can be remedied by the use of internal blinds / curtains and so whilst 
it is a poor arrangement is not considered to be sufficiently severe as to be a reason to object to 
this development.  
 
The neighbour has also raised concerns about light pollution resulting from the large gable 
windows. Whilst internal lighting at night is likely to be visible to the neighbour it is not 
considered that the resulting impact would be so great as to cause any significant disturbance 
to them.  
 
In all other respects the design changes raise no substantive amenity concerns and are 
considered to be acceptable.  
 
Design and visual amenity:  
The scale and form of the barn conversion has not varied from that previously approved. The 
changes to the fenestration detailing of the barn are quite significant, however, bearing in mind 
that the south and north gables of the original barn were previously open sided it is accepted 
that treating them with glazing in this manner is in keeping with the original form and character 
of this building. The other alterations, which includes enlarged glazing at ground floor level on 
the south elevation and within the west facing gable and the addition of a timber framed porch 
on the north elevation raise no strong visual amenity concerns.  
 
Impact upon the adjacent listed park and garden: 
The site is situated on the opposite side of the road from the listed park and garden associated 
with Lytes Cary Manor. No comments have been received from any of the relevant amenity 
societies or the National Trust in respect of the application and it is not considered to 
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significantly impact upon the setting of this historic asset any more than that which was 
previously approved.  
 
Parking and highway safety: 
The proposed access, parking and turning arrangements to serve the development generally 
accord with the highway authority’s standing advice. A neighbour has noted that the position of 
the boundary wall either side of the access differs to that previously approved, however, 
provided the wall does not exceed 900mm in height and the level of the access is at the same 
height as the road, matters that can be controlled by condition, then it is accepted that visibility 
for drivers leaving the site will match that agreed under the previous permission.  
 
A new boundary wall has been erected along the road boundaries to the north and east of the 
site. The position of the wall as indicated on the submitted layout plan is generally considered 
to be acceptable and is such that the southern visibility splay for the Cary Hill / Ilchester Road 
junction should be preserved. Unfortunately it would appear that the built position of a section 
of this wall does not strictly accord with this plan and affects the visibility for drivers pulling out 
of Cary Hill onto Ilchester Road. This is a matter however that must be dealt with separately to 
the planning application. There is however a lack of detail provided in respect of the wall in 
terms of its appearance and height and so a condition to address these matters is considered 
appropriate.  
 
The adjoining neighbours at 1 & 2 Lytes Cary Court have objected to the development due to a 
high boundary wall that has been erected around the southeast corner of the site which 
restricts visibility for their own access in a northerly direction. This section of wall has been 
altered and set back to improve this situation however it is accepted that visibility is still slightly 
restricted from what it would have been previously. Whilst this is less than ideal, it should be 
acknowledged that where someone’s visibility splay crosses over third party land and it has not 
been secured in perpetuity through a legal agreement, which is the case in this instance, its 
future / permanent retention cannot then be guaranteed. Under current planning rules the 
neighbour’s visibility splay could have been eroded / lost through the erection of walls / fencing 
/ planting, without necessarily requiring any planning consent. On this basis, it is considered 
that the retrospective securing of a third party’s visibility splay over another person’s land, 
which in this case is the application site, is unreasonable. As such it would be unreasonable to 
refuse the application on this basis.  
 
Conclusion: 
In summary, it is considered that the increased level of overlooking to the next door neighbour 
constitutes a demonstrable loss of amenity and for this reason the development is considered 
to be unacceptable and is recommended for refusal.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Refuse permission for the following reason: 
 
1. The proposed development, by reason of its design and window arrangement, will 

significantly increase the extent to which the development overlooks the next door 
property increasing both the sense of intrusion and a genuine loss of privacy to the 
neighbour which is considered to be so severe as to represent a demonstrable loss of 
their amenity. The application is therefore contrary to the aims and objectives of policy 
EQ2 of the South Somerset Local Plan and the provisions of the National Planning 
Policy Framework.  
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